ABSTRACT. A new species of oxyurid, Skrjabinodon spinosulus, is described, on the basis of samples recovered from Mabuya dorsivittata Cope, 1862 in Brazil. Skrjabinodon spinosulus sp. n. is included in the group in which the males are provided with a spicule. The new species proposed herein, differs from those of the group, by the large number of spines (70)(71)(72)(73)(74)(75)(76)(77)(78)(79)(80) on the tail of the females when compared to those in the other species. The number of spines is a character of great taxonomic importance in the specific diagnosis of these nematodes . This is the second report of the genus Skljabinodon Inglis, 1968 in South America. KEY WORDS. Nematode parasite, lizard parasite, oxyurid, Brazil
Figures were made with a drawing tube connected to a Olympus brightfield microscope. Photomicrographs were derived from a Axiophot microphotograph system (Zeiss, Germany) using a T400 CN film (Kodak, Mexico) in Differential Interference Contrast (DIC) apparatus. Measurements are in micrometers (11m ) unless otherwise indicated. Means are in parentheses.
The specimens studied were deposited in the Helminthological Collection of the Os waldo Cruz Institute (CHIOC).
RESULTS
Eight animals from Itatiaia, out of the nine positive lizards, were parasitized with S. spinosulus sp. n. in association with the nematode Physaloptera retusa Rudolphi, 1819 and one had only the new species. Two lizards from ltirapina, were positive for nematodes: one with 33 of S. spinosulus sp. n. and another with P. retusa onl y. For S. spinosulus sp. n. recovered from lizards captured in ltatiaia, the prevalence, range of infection and mean intensity were of 56.25%, 1-9 and 2.6 (± 2.6), respectively.
Skrjabinodon spinosulus Sp. n.
Figs 1-7
Description and measurements based on eight adult specimens, three males and five females (mounted in toto). Etymology. The specific name derives from the Latin, meaning "quite spiny". This is the first report of helminths parasitizing specimens of M. dorsivittata. Ainsworth, 1990 , S. trimo rphi Ainsworth, 1990 (AINSWORTH 1990 . Later, another three species were reported: S. alcaraziensis Lafuente & Roca, 1995 (LAFUENTE & ROCA 1995 ), S. azerbajdzanicus (Sharpilo, 1974 Bursey & Goldberg, 1999 and S. piankai Bursey & Goldberg, 1999 (BURSEY & GOLDBERG 1999a .
Females of the different species of Skrjabinodon , no matter the presence or absence of the spicules in the males, present cuticular spines along the tail (except for S. mascomai and S. shikhobalovi [with males unknown] in which the tail is spineless) and their number varies according to the species. Therefore, this character is important and reliable in the specific diagnosis and has been previously considered (BURSEY & GOLDBERG 1999b).
Skrjabinodon spinosulus sp. D. is easily distiguished from the above referred species by the large number of caudal spines (at least 70), when compared to the small numbers seen in females of S. azerbajdzanicus (3), s. cricosaurae (3-7), S. medinae (3-7), S. hemidactyli (4) and S. piankai (4-7).
In S. parasmithi, spines are referred to as few, thin and pointed. More caudal spines have been reported in females of S. alcaraziensis (9), S. scelopori (10-12), S. trimorphi (16-24) , S. oedurae (19) and S. poicilandri (3 long basal spines plus an additional 36-44 distributed along the tail). These differ significantly from S. spinosulus sp. D., since the ratio between the number of caudal spines in the new species and the largest number previously reported is of 1 :0.58, whereas considering the smallest number of spines, this ratio is of 1 :0.05.
When only males are found, the length of the spicule, in association with other morphometric data, is a useful comparative character for specific identification. This procedure must also be used in the case of S. mabuyae and S. aegyptiacus, in which females are unknown, and S. canariensis with females having "numerous" (not specified) caudal spines. In this case, however, males have a post-anal lobe, similar to a papilla, which is not present in S. 
